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Mask mandate FAQ 

Why is Socorro ISD requiring face masks? 

The Socorro ISD has followed the guidance and orders set forth by authorities and will continue to do so. 

The City of El Paso filed a legal challenge to the Governor’s order restricting local entities from issuing 

mask mandates. The El Paso health authority, through Dr. Hector Ocaranza, issued an order requiring 

masks in all indoor facilities in the City and County of El Paso, to include schools. 

Effective Wednesday, August 18, 2021, the Socorro Independent School District is complying with the 

mask mandate issued by the El Paso health authority. All students, employees, staff, and visitors are 

required to wear a face mask while on SISD campuses, school buses and in district facilities. The district 

will follow local mandates and rules as long as these remain in effect. 

View the complete CITY OF EL PASO HEALTH AUTHORITY ORDER INDOOR MASK MANDATE issued on the 

evening of August 17, 2021 here. (LINK) 

Who must wear face masks in Socorro ISD? 

All students, employees, staff, and visitors are required to wear a face mask while indoors on SISD 

campuses, school buses and district facilities. 

Do students need to wear a mask on the bus? 

Yes, students and staff are required to wear masks on buses. As ordered by the Center for Disease 

Control (CDC) and per the federal government’s jurisdiction over public transportation, masks on school 

buses and all public transportation are required. 

Do students have to wear masks during athletics, fine arts, or other extracurricular activities? 

Students and coaches, employees, and sponsors involved in indoor athletics, fine arts and 

extracurricular activities must wear masks. However, masks may be temporarily removed when students 

are actively engaged in physical activities. See item 4 on page 2 of the CITY OF EL PASO HEALTH 

AUTHORITY ORDER INDOOR MASK MANDATE. (LINK) 
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Are there exceptions for anyone to not wear a mask? 

Yes. The public health order lists instances in which the face covering requirement does not apply. 

View the complete CITY OF EL PASO HEALTH AUTHORITY ORDER INDOOR MASK MANDATE issued on the 
evening of August 17, 2021 here. (LINK) 

 

How long will the face mask requirement be enforced? 

The district will follow local mandates and rules as long as these remain in effect.  

Will masks be provided for students and staff? 

Yes. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), such as face masks, face shields, and desk shields, are 

available upon request at SISD campuses and facilities. 
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